Trio House Press 
Poetry Now
Lesson Plan

Topic:  Literary allusions and source material
Lesson Title: Tennyson’s Dialogue with Catullus
Level: College
Lesson Duration:  N/A

Lesson Objectives: 

Learn about how one poet employs references to other poems to create effects in his/her own.

Summary of Tasks/ Actions:

· Read Alfred Lord Tennyson’s poem, “Frater Ave atque Vale”: 

· Read English translations of Catullus’ two poems, “Paene insularum, Sirmio, insularumque” (Poem #31) and “Multas per gentes et multa per aequora vectus” (Poem #101)

· Answer the following questions:

· Tennyson wrote his poem a year after his brother Charles died.  Charles was also a published poet. The Tennyson brothers lived during an era when boys of their social class studied Latin.  How might this personal history add a dimension to Tennyson’s references to and quotations from Catullus’ poetry?

· Catullus’ two poems present markedly different emotions.  What are they?  Why does Tennyson refer to these dissimilar emotions in his poem?  Do you think it is an effective choice?  Do you see any relationship between these two emotions and the end rhyme used throughout Tennyson’s poem?  If so, what relationship?

· How does tense operate in Tennyson’s poem?  How does it relate to the theme of time (both historic time, and time as it pertains to individuals and their lifespans)?

· Catullus is best known for coarse and caustic poems that are very different from the two referred to by Tennyson here.  Does this fact color the impact of Tennyson’s use of these particular poems?  If so, how? 

· Does this poem “stand on its own” without having read Catullus’ poems?  If not, do you think it is necessary for a poem that contains allusions to be accessible to readers lacking the relevant background knowledge?

Materials/ Equipment:

http://www.famous-poems.org/poems/alfred-lord-tennyson/frater-ave-atque-vale
http://rudy.negenborn.net/catullus/text2/e101.htm
http://rudy.negenborn.net/catullus/text2/e31.htm
Further Reading/ Take-Home Tasks:

· Suggested reading: Pavlock, Barbara R. “’Frater Ave atque Vale’: Tennyson and Catullus,” Victorian Poetry (v. 17, no. 4, winter 1979), p. 365-376.

· Consult various translations of Catullus’ two poems and compare them.  One suggested translator: Guy Lee.
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