Trio House Press 
Poetry Now
Lesson Plan

Topic:  How a Poem Can Explore Its Theme through Metaphor
Lesson Title: Louise Bogan’s “If We Take All Gold” and “For a Marriage” 
Level: Secondary School or College
Lesson Duration:  N/A

Lesson Objectives: 

Examine how a poet can use complex and sometimes mysterious metaphors to explore and expand upon a theme, even in a short piece.
Summary of Tasks/ Actions:

· First read Louise Bogan’s “If We Take All Gold”
· What is the poem’s central metaphor?  

· Is it stated in a direct simile (“A is like B”) or indirectly?

· What can we learn about the speaker from this metaphor?

· What words in the poem are related its central metaphor?  What associations do they evoke in your imagination?
· Do you find other metaphors in this poem?  Are they related to the central metaphor?  If so, how?  Are their implications at odds or in synch with the central metaphor?

· There is a “turn” or surprise shift in this poem.  Where?  What impact does the placement of this surprise have?  How does this shift relate to the central metaphor?

· Read through the poem another time and identify where sound patterns exist.  What is the effect of these patterns?  What might be their impact on the poem’s meaning before its “turn”?  After its “turn”?
· How reliant is the power and message of this poem on its metaphor(s)?  Can you imagine this poem being successful without them?

· Now, read Louise Bogan’s “For a Marriage”

· The “sword” in the first stanza and the “blade” in the second stanza are most probably figurative (i.e., they do not exist in reality, but symbolize something else).    

· What does each weapon metaphorically represent?  

· Can you be sure?

· If so, what evidence do you have?

· If not, how does your uncertainty influence your reading of the poem?

· This poem describes aspects of a relationship between two married individuals.  In the first stanza, the woman gives her husband a “gift.” As a result, by the third stanza, he has become aware of his “part.”        What are the implications of the word “part”?  What does this word suggest about the couple’s relationship?
· How does the “barbed heart” of the third stanza relate to symbols found in the first two stanzas?  What associations does the image of a “barbed heart” bring to mind?
· Would you say the wife’s gift had a positive or negative impact?  How can you tell?  Can you be sure?
· Contrast the formal elements and sound patterns of “For a Marriage” with those of “If We Take All Gold.”  What might the form of “For a Marriage” suggest in relation to the poem’s theme?

· Compare how metaphors work in the two poems.  How are they different?  How are they the same?  Are they more complicated in either poem?  Are they more mysterious in either poem? 
Materials/ Equipment:

Louise Bogan’s Collected Poems: <http://www.archive.org/stream/collectedpoems19027544mbp/collectedpoems19027544mbp_djvu.txt>
Further Reading/ Take-Home Tasks:

· Suggested reading:  Robert Frost’s “In a Glass of Cider”--another poem in which metaphor plays a key role (http://www.daylight.com/~dave/poems/incider.html).  Examine how the metaphor operates.  Compare this with how metaphors work in the two Bogan poems you have studied.
· Suggested reading:  Diane Wood Middlebrook’s essay, “The Problem of the Woman Artist:  Louise Bogan, ‘The Alchemist,’” in Martha Collins, ed. Critical Essays on Louise Bogan ( Boston: G.K. Hall, 1984), p. 174-180.
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